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 JOSEPH, &

¢ L L:thefe things are againft me,” faid good

old Jacob, when he was told of what had
happened to his fons in Egypt; for we may remem-

ber that they had been obliged by Jofeph to leave

their brother Simeon behind them, and had even
been required to bring Benjamin alfo: On hear-
ing this, old Jacob cried out, ¢ Jofeph is not, and
‘Simeon is not, and ye will take away Benjamin:
all thefe things are againft me.”

Ah! how little did Jacob know of the real na-
~ ture of thofe events which were befalling him! The
"~ very things which he faid were againft him, 1
fa&t were making for him, for they led the way
the recovery oﬁiis fon Jofeph, who had been loft,
‘and alfo to Jacob’s removal, with all his family,
-into the plentiful land of Egypt. I donot wonder,
indeed, that this poor old man, bowed down as he
now was with age and infirmity, and deprived, as
he had been, firt of one dear fon, and then of
another, thould be unwilling to let bis prefent fa-
. wvorite Benjamin he carried off into Egypt.—And
yet, what could he do? The famine now again
grew very fore in the land, and at laft, when all
the corn from Egypt was caten up, even Jatob
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himlclfis repreflented as afking his fons to go again
and buy a little food. LT

“ Then Judah fpake unto him, {aying, The
man did {olemnly proteft unto us, ye fhall not fee
my face, exeept your brother Benjamin be with
you.—Unlefs therefore thou fend him, we will not’
go down to Egypt.” Then Jacob faid unto his {ons,
¢ Why did ye tell the man that you had a brother?”
And they anfwered, ¢ The man did examine us
clofely about our kindred, and therefore we told

him, for how fhould we know that he would bid us

fetch our brother to him?” Then Judah faid very
carneitly, ¢ I pray you fend the lad, that we may

not all die, we and our little ones;, and I will be -

furety for him.” And Jacob faid, ¢If it muft be
fo, do then as you defire. But take ye the beft
fruit-%in the land, balm, and honey, and {pices, and
myrth, and nuts, and almonds ; and take double
money in your hands, and the money that you
brought back in your fack’s mouths carry again;
peradventure it was an overfight, Take alfo’ your
brother with you, and God Almighty give you mercy-
before the man, that he may f{end away your other

' brother, and. let Benjamin return alfo.—If I muft

be bereaved of my children, there is na help for
it, I muft be bercaved.,” |

Thus did the fons of Jacob depart, all of it

trembling with anxiety and fear, and ufing many
precautions to avoid giving offence to the great
perfon to whom tliey wete going, |
Now this, 1 may obferve, is a pifture of what
fometimes happens to us. God is pethaps pre-
paring to favour us with fome great blefling, juft
as he was now about to favor the family of Jacob;

but before he gives us pofleffion of the blefling, he
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leads us through fome dark and dreary path, and
we fancy "a great evil is coming upon us. . When
therefore God is opening the way to thefe new
mercies, we hang back,and fay with good old Ja-
cob, ¢ All thefe things are againf me.” But though
loth to meve forward, yet what can we do? Some
peril- greater than that we had been dreading
awaits us 1f we make more délay, ' “Wih' 2
heavy heart, with a complaining tongue, and with
weeping eyes, we fet forward in this path, which is
in falt, neverthelefs, the path to our chief happi-
nels. Thus do we often quarrel with our bieflings.
- And this I take itis a common cafe; for what are all
our complains but complaints againft Providence,
and do we not often murmur even at thofe very
dealings of Providence which afterwards proye the
- moft remarkably for our good ? i B,
Reader, look back to your paft life: confider
thofe {eafons in it when you have been forced by
neceflity on fome unpleafant bufinefs, or when you
have been hindered in your purfuit of fome favos-
rite plan, or contraditted in your opinions or your
wifhes.. Now and then perhaps your fituation in
life has {eemed. quite melancholy and defperate ;
mifery has appeared to threaten you on every fide,
and you have had only a {ad choice of evils juft
like thele fonsof Jacob, who thought they had only
to chufe between a famine at home, and the dread
of more 1l ufage in Egypt. And yet bas it not
afterwards proved, that God was blefling you by
means of thofe very things which were thought at
the time {o terrible ? =
There are many perfons, I am perfuaded, who
have even had their fouls faved much in the fame
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way in which this family of Jacob had their lives
preferved. They have hung back and ftruggled
hard for a while againit thofe very things which
have opened the way to their eternal falvation : they
have been dragged from a life of fin and mifery as
unwillingly as ever Jacob’s fons were dragged from
- Canaan and brought into the fruitful land of Egypt.
For how unwilling are men to have their .fouls
faved! how unwilling at leaft to take thofe means
which are ablolutely neceflary for it! How many
fervants, as well as apprentices, and others are there
who can hardly be perfuaded to attend at public
worfhip, or at leaft to give their minds to it when
they are there; and yet 1s not this one of the means
| of falvation ? They muft be forced to church by
L the authority of their mafters, or by {ume neceflity
h
i

almoft as urgent as that which drove the fons of
Jacob from Canaan into Egypt! Again, how many
children are there, who, though invited freely to a
Sunday School, neverthelefs hamg back from going
thither as much as ever the fons of Jacob hung
back from going into Egypt. Perhaps too their
parents have at the fame time been as unwilling to
| part with them through fome falfe fondnefs or other,
‘ as ever old Jacob was to part with his fon Benja-
f‘ “min, though it proved afterwards to be the making

of that whole family. |
But let us return to the ftory. Jofeph’s Brethren
fet off from Canaan under a great fright, as I have
| already told you, and they took double money 1In
_ their hand, and they carried Benjamin with them,
- and having come down to Egypt, they ftood before
| Jofeph. Now when Jofeph faw them andiob-
| ferved that Benjamin alfo was with them, he or-
dered a great dinner te be made ready, and he
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afked them to come to( it.  And Jofeph’s Brethren
were afraid, on account of the money which they
| had carried off in their facks, and they got near to
‘,} dofeph’s fteward, and faid to him, “O! Sir;swe
| came down hither before to buy food, and it came
| - to pafs, that when we got tothe inn on our way
f home, we found every man’s money in his fack’s ®
| mouth, and therefore we have brought it back to
* you. We cannot tell who put it there, and we
; have how brought other money alfo, in order to

buy food.—And the fteward faid, Peace be to you,
I bad your money, and he brought Simeon out
to them,” |
And when Jofeph came home, they drew near
g and offered him the prefent which they brought,
o - -and bowed themfelves to the earth before him, ]
- And Jofeph afked them of their welfare, #nd
faid, ¢ Is your father well, the old man of whom
you fpake: is he yet alive? And they anfwered,
Thy f{ervant our father is.in good health, he
1s yet alive; and they bowed down their heads
again to the ground. And. Joféph lifted up his
eyes and faw his brother Benjamin, and faid, Is
‘this your younger brother, of whom you fpake to
*  me? and then turning to the lad, “ God (faid hededs
e be gracious unto thee.”—-Jofeph now was much ¥
‘{ moved, for his bowels did yearn over his_brother, ;
b and he fought where to weep, and he entered into
his chamber and wept there.” |
o Religion does not deprive men, (as fome have
| imagined) of their natural affeétion and feeling, for
| Jofeph was a religious man; and yet how did he
! ~overtlow with kindnefs towards his Brethren. It is alfo
| remarked in the New Teftament of one greater than
Jofeph, d mean of our Saviour, on the occafion of .
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the death of Lazarus, that ¢ Jefus wept.” Reli-
gion regulates, no doubt, all-the natural feelings
of men; butit does not deftroy them.

Prefently afterwards the meat was fet on table,
and Benjamin’s mefs was five times as great as any
other, and they eat and drank together, and were.
eheerful.

Now when the dinner was over, Jofeph, who
was ftill unknown to his Brethren, commanded that
all their {acks fhould be filled with corn, and that
every ones money fhould again be putinto his fack,
and moreover, that a filver cup, being Jofeph’s own
cup, fhould, together with the money, be put into
the fack of Benjamin; and when the morning was
come they all went away. And before they were
got far from the city, Jofeph fent his fteward after
§hem, who charged them with having ftolen Jo-
eph’s cup out of the houfe. And they immedi-
ately denied the charge, and-faid vehemently, With
whomfoever of us it is found, we will agree that
he fhall die, and that we will all of us be your
{laves (or bondmen,) and a fearch being made, be-
hold the cup-wa$ found in Benjamin’s fack.—Then
they rent their clothes for grief, and laded every
man his afs, and returned to the city. And Joleph

“ = faid unto them, What deed is this that ye have

&

done? # And Judah, (the fame who had promifed
Jacob that he would be furety for Benjamin) re-
plied, What fhall wc fay unto my Lord ; God hath
found out the iniquity of thy fervants: Behold, we
will now be bondmen to my Lord. And Jofeph
faid, not fo.—But he in whofe hand the cup is
found, (namely Benjamin) he fhall be my flave or
{ervant, But as for you, get you all away to your
§2ther in peace,”
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What a fituation had thefe fons of Jacob got inte
fow! Could any thing be more melancholy and dif-
trefsfull ¢ O Jacob! Jacob!” they would fay, ¢ how
fhall we ever fee thy face in peace, if we bring not
back Benjamin with us. Well do wé remember
the words which did break forth from thee at part-
ing with tis. ¢ Jofeph is not; and Simeon is not,
and now ye will take Benjamin from me.”

Thete is one reflettion to which I beg to call the
minds of my readers in this place. Jacob’s {ons
are now accufed unjuftly; they are brought into
trouble through no fault of theirs: whersas, for-
terly they had committed a great fin, I mean that
of {elling their brother Jofeph, and had fuffered
110 particular inconveniences from it.—They had
not {uffered when they did wrong, and yct now
they futfer for doing right; for they certainly, asgl
thould think, did-right in going down to buy corn
for themfelves and their aged father, and even in
bringing Benjamin with them, under all the cir-
cumitances of the cale. Let us for a moment ftop
here and put ourfelves in the place of thefe fons
of Jacob. * They might now methinks be tempted
to fay, ¢ Surely there isnorighteous governor of the
world, for when we do right we enly fuffer for it,
and wken we did wrong we all elcaped unpunifth-
ed. Wewill not believe therefore in a ProVidence
all things happen alike to all; this world is go-
verncd by chance; nay, and the chance is often in -
favor even of the wicked.” To all fuch profane
teafoning, if I had feen Jofeph’s Brethren at this mo-
ment of time, I would have anfwered, ¢ Stop a lit-
tle, T befeech you; do not decide fo hattily, for
remember your flory is but half over. By-and-by
perhaps your innocence in the prefent matter will
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be cleared up, and for aught you know your former
Iin, though long fince comihitted, may come to be
found out.” | .

Let us apply this remark to'ourfelves. We often
feem to profit for a while by fome bad thing that
we have done, or at lealt we {uffer no prefent pu-
nifhment. Our fraud, our lying, or our a& of vio-
lence, fucceeds for a certain time; and perhaps
prefently afterwards we chance to get into troublg
by doing fomething, which, on the whole, really
leems to have been our duty. Do you never feel
tempted to difbelieve in Providence on fuch occa-
fions? If you are, I would fay to you, as I juf
now obferved that I would have faid to Joleph's
Brethren, Wait a while I befeech you. Remember
your ftory is but half over. Do not decide till
you obferve the iffue. See whether in the end you
will not be {orry for every bad thing you have éver
doney and glad of every thing which, through God’s
grace, you have been enabled to do aright, and
even though this fhould not be the cafe now, it
certainly will on the day of judgmeat,

jofépb :t;o'l’ s bimfelf to bis Bre\t/w‘e?z.
When Jofeph h*'d made this propofal of keeping

Benjamin‘as his flave or fervant, and of fending the
other: fops of Jacob home in peace to their father,
Judah came forward and related all that had paf-
fed in the old man’? houfe when they were bring-
ing Benjamin away.€ ¢ My father faid to us,” ob-
ferved Judah, ¢ Bellold I have had two fons and
the one went from me,” meaning Jofeph, ¢ who is
torn in pieces, and if ye take this alfo away, and
mifchief befal him, ye thall bring down my grey
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kairs with forrow to the grave.” ¢ Now therefore,”
fays Judah, ¢ let me abide inftead of the lad as a

bondman to my Lord, and let the lad go up with

his Brethren. For how fhall I go up to my father
feeing that his life is bound up 1n the lad’s life ; and
it fhall 'come to pafls when he feeth that the lad is
not with us that he will'die.’

¢« Then Jofeph could not refrain himfelf before
a1l them that ftood by him, and he bid every
firanger to go oat. Then Jofeph made himfelf
known to his Brethren: and Jofeph wept aloud,
fo that the Egyptuans in the houfe overheard
him. And Joleph faid unto his Brethren, I am
Joleph. Doth my father yet live? And his Bre-
thren could not anfwer him for they were troubled
at his prefence.

No wonder that Jofeph's Brethren were troubled
at this fpeech. O how bitter a thing is fin. - It caufes
trouble at thofe moments which ought to be given up
to joy. It fpreads a gloom over our happielt hours,
and while thofe who are not loaded with. the {fame
guilt are giving way to the moft delightful feelings, 1t
makes the man who is burthened in his conicience
to feel a double pang, to feel ¢ v° 8L I'mean, both
on account of the fin itlelf, ”}’1}{0 on account
of his regert at being unable t‘.?;ﬁfjoin in the general
joy that 1s going forward.

Jofeph neverthelels comforti,his Brethren. ¢ Now
(2

‘therefore,” fays he, “ be not ["eved nor angry with

yourfelves, for God did fend’ ';e before to preferve
all our lives, 1o now 1t was nf,f you that fent me hi-
ther but God.” How freely do¢s Jofeph appear by this
fpeech, to forgive his Brethren! here is no malice,
no hatred, no [fpirit of revenge, no word_even of
reproof for all-the evil they had endeavored to do
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him ; but the injured perfon is himfelf the com.
forter of thofe wha had tried to injure him. Here
perhaps fome one may be ready to fay: ¢ true,
Joleph did right to forgive his Brethren, for we arc
all bound to forgive them that trefpals againft us;
methinks however, he might as well have faid

»

; fomething to them of their fin for the fake of their

oewn good.” I anf{wer that there is a time for all
things, and that this was not the time for Jofeph to
adminifter-reproof. - His Brethren were likely juft
now to be caft down through over-much forrow,
and the thing they needed at this noment was there-
fore comfort rather than reproof. Your people
who take all occafions to reprove without regard
to time, or place, or circumftances, though they may
fay they mean ouly to do good by 1t, are apt to be
harfh people. They are only indulging their own
fpirit, and though they may perfuade themfelves
that they are of a forgiving temper at bottam, in
fact are not fo much fo as they think.

But I would obferve further, that this extreme
kindnefs of Jofeph would, in my opinion, tend to
affet the hearts of his Brethren .more than the
fevereft: ‘réproof. ¢ What (they would now fay to
themfelves) have we fold for a {lave ‘a Brother {o
kind, fo generous, fo excellent as this ! How little
did we know of him when we took upon us to fell
him! how rathly did we judge concerning his true
charaéter, and concerning his intention in thofe
words which gave us fo much offence! He was
a better man than we, though we all talked fo
much againft him, and even thought him hardly
fit"to live.” 1 would here beg all my readers to
take care how they fpeak evil of perfons without
duc knowledge of their charaéter, Efpecially I
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would “advife you to beware of judging any one,
on account of his having faid or done fomething
which happens to wound your own pride, or to
give pain merely to your{elf.- He may be a good
| man on the whole, even though he fhould have
erred in this parucular, and you may err more by
i the revenge you take for what he has {aid that is
offenfive to you, than he has done by faying it.
Take he=d then left fome day or other fhould come
when the very perfon whom you-are fet againft,
fhall have his charatter cleared before all the world
! in {pite of every thing you have fiid again{t him,
Take heed left you fhould be proved to have been
| the greater finner of the two on that day when you
| fhall each of you appear bcfore God and all his
} holy angels. O that we could all learn fomething
of this kind, and affeionate, and forbearing temper
of Jofeph. He was as remarkable for it as he was
for conquering thofe fecret temptations which I be-
fore {poke of. . ‘

Joleph having difcovered himfelf to his Brethren,
| is now impatient that they fhould go to his father,
| ¢- Hafte ye,” fays he, *“and go up to my father,
1 and fay unto him, Thus f{aith thy {on Jofeph, God
| hath made me Lord of all Egypt.—Come down,
i} tarry not, and thou fhalt dwell in the land of Go-
, “#hen, and thou fhalt be near unto me, thou and
thy children, and thy children’s children, and thy
flocks and thy herds, and all that thou haft, and
there will I nourifh thee, for there are yet five
years of famine to.come.” - And Jofeph fell on
his brother Benjamin's neck and wept, and Benja-
min wept on his neck.” ¢ Moreover he kiffed all
his Biethren, and wept upon them, and after that
his Brethren talked with him,” ¢ And the fame
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hereof was heard in Pharaoh’s)houfe, and it pleafed
Pharaoh-and his fervants. And Pharaoh {aid, Bring
your father and your houfehold: take waggons out
of the land of Egypt for youg little ones, “and for
your wives, and bring your father and come. And
they did fo And ]o{cph gave to each of them
changes of raiment, and he fent to his father ten
-afles laden with the good things of Egypt, and ten
more afles jaden Wlth corn dnd bread and meat for
his father by the way.”

Accordingly Jacob having been invited by his
fons, and havma alfo. been encouraged by God
in a° dream, arrived in Egypt; and al the fouls
that went with him, befides his {fons” wives, were fix»

}‘ ty and fix.

! ¢ And Jofeph made ready his chariot and went to,

i" meet his father and fell on hisneck and wept a long
time. And Jacob faid, Now let me die fince E

have feen thy facc, that thou art vet alive. And
i’ Jofeph brought in Jacob his father and fet him be-
: fore Pharach. And Pharaoh faid unto Jacob, ¢ How
old art thou?” And Jacob faid unto Pharaoh, * The
days of the years of my pilgrimage are an hundred
and thirty years: few and evil have the days of the
| years of my life been.” And Jacob blefled Pharaoh.id
And Jacob lived in the land of Egypt feventeeins
i years, and he died.” ‘
¢« Now when ]of eph’s Brethren {aw that their fa-
ther was dead, they faid, Joleph will peradventure
hate us, and \\11 requite us for all the evil that we
did unto him. And they fent a meflage to Joleph,
faymg, that their father before he died commanded
them to requeflt of Jofeph, that he would forgive—
their trefpafs againft him. And Jofeph wept to
think ‘that they I {liould {fpeak thus unto him, And
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Jofeph faid, ¢ Fear not. "As for you, indeed, ye -
thought evil againft me ; but God meant it for good,
Now therefore I will nourifh you and your little
ones.” And he comforted them and fpake kindly
unto them. And Jofeph lived an hundred and ten
years. And he faid to his Brethren, God will furely
vifit you, and bring you out of this land into the

land which he promifed to Abraham, and Ifaac, and
Jacob. And Joleph died.”

Thus ends the hiftory of Jofeph. I have alrcady

cbferved that one of the chief things to be learned

- from it is the do€rine of a particular Providence.

““ It was not you” (as Jofeph faid very juitly to his
Brethren) that fent me into Egypt ; but it was God,”
that is,it was not you only. Men indeed were the
inftruments, and men are accountable to God for
every part of their own conduét juft as much as
if there was no Providence in the cafe. Still, how-
ever, though man may aét as he pleafes, yet God
over-rules all things {o as to bring about his own
purpofes. God in this inftance had a plan in view.
He had made a promife to Abraham, the orandfather
of Jacob, who was the father of Ifaac, that from
'm the Savior thould come, for that in his feed
all the families of the earth fhould be blefled.” In
fulfilment of this promife, Ifaac and Jacob were
born. I fhould here remark by the way, that to Ja-

~cob the name of Ifrael was given, fo that when the

Scriptures {peak of the Ifraelites, it is the {ame thing

b asif they faid the children of Jacob. Of thefe there

were twelve tribes, every one of the {fons of I{racl
. y

~becoming the father of a whole tribe. Thefe Ifrae-

lites after a time were brought out from Egypt, hav-
ing been very ill-treated there by King Pharaoh, and
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they became a great and ?amc)ué people for God
wrought many miracles in the midft of them, and
gave them the law of the Ten’'Commandments, and
{fet up his worfhip among thém, and f{eparated them
from the reft of the world, which continued in igno-
rance of God and of the Scriptures. It was from
thele Ifraelites (or Jews, as they were afterwards
- called) that the promifed Savior came. And blefled
be God, this Savior is not the Savior of the Jews
only, but He is now preached to us, ““upon whom
the ends of the world are come.” How important
then is the ftory of Jofephin this view. It was a
- neceffary link in the great chain of Providence,
and this chain reaches from the beginning of
the world even to the end of it. Nor is it with
~ the life of Jofeph only, that the Providence of
God concerns itfelf. Your life and mine, and all
the' various events of it, great and {mall, from
our birth unto our dying hour, are equally under
the divine dlrﬁﬁon The fame God who {ent the
Ifhmaelites to pit’s mouth, when Jofeph was fo
- near being left to perifh there, the€ fame God who
gave Jofeph favor in the fight of Potiphar his mafter,
and who afterwards delivered him jout of prifon and
made him ruler over all Egypt, appoints alfo to us
the bOundS@f our habitation, and orders our v *
lot in life. If then, like Jofeph, we ar
ing God, let us not fear ‘to truft him, an”
we ﬂlould fall occafionally into ftraits »
did, yet let us hope when the end of o~ 4
come. an” -vhole of our ftor
that w
and me
- of our
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- Norlet us wonder at the vaft confufion and difog-
der which we fometimes fee in the world in general,
Let not our faith fail us if now and then the wicked
thould feem every where to profper, and the whole
cempany of the righteous {hould come under adver.
fity. The hiftory of Jofeph fhews that it is the plan
of Providence fometimes to withdraw in appeararnce,
his proteétion and favor from his own fervants, and
to put off to a future feafon the evil day which

1s coming upon finners. Soon however the time
will come, when all that has been crooked fhall
be made firaight, and all that has been dark in Pro-
vidence, fhall be cleared up. PR Walluons
The ftory of Joleph, as we alfo obferved, is but

a fmall part of Scripture ; it fills but a few pages of
that large and comprehenfive volume, being con-
_ netted however with events which go before and
with thefe which follow after, = Juft fo methinks
the hiftory of this whole globe of ours 1s but like
a fingle leaf in a great volume, ar i it cannot be
~fully-anderftood until the dealings ©f God with all
his various creatures fhall be made known, until
the whole book of his Providence fhall be opened,
and until all thofe events, both pait and future,
with' which God's government of this world may
p nnected, fhall be fully revealed.. Let us wadit,
re, in the exercife of faith and hope, renmem-
s the Apollle fays, that while we afe hera

¢ We know but in part; but when' that
“fe€t is came, then that which is in part
away.—For no- “rough a

¢ nOwW

1o we



